










Tennessee Walking Appaloosa

Pinto Paso
Fino

YEARLY PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE: 1999-2009
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Saddlebred Morgan Horse

Arabian Anglo & Half Arabian

YEARLY PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE: 1999-2009
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We can see that the numbers of stallions reporting has gradu-
ally fallen off, but again we see the stability which matches the
slide on registrations. In 2007, which on this graph is the graph
that would represent foals born in 2008, the reporting number is
879. The high number for this time frame was in the year 2000

when over 1000 stallions were reporting. That’s about a 20%
decline in seven years. But remember that the stallions reporting
number stayed relatively steady at around 1000 reports from
2001 through 2005, so this suggests that this is due to a down-
turn in the economy. 
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Registrations by Foal Crop

2,841*

2,640*

*As registrations occur, foal crops will increase significantly

3,473
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**Due to the significant increase in numbers of foal registrations one and two years after a given 
foal crop is born, the American Saddlebred Registry does not post previous year foal crop registrations.  

Registrations by foal crop.
This definition can be difficult
to understand. Why? Because
with every year, those of us
who own broodmares some-
times dilly dally in getting our
registration applications in to
the Registry. 

So, what happens to the reg-
istrations of those foals? They
come in gradually over a year
or two or three. 

If people are feeling a pinch
economically they will delay
and put off registering horses
until they have those other
bills paid. 

This graph goes back to
1990, with 1990 being at the
top. The bars that concern us
of course are the two or three
at the bottom of the graph.
What is important to under-
stand with these numbers is
that registration numbers for
these years will change and
continue to change over the
next year or two. 

The last number here for
2008 is 2152. The year before
that is 2640, and the year
before that is 2841. It may be
three or four years before the
Registry has a fairly reliable
number to attach to foals born
in 2007 or 2008. That is just
the way it goes.
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*The number of applications received and registrations processed vary per year for reasons including that applications that arrive at a year’s end may not be complete 
and cannot be processed until a later date.  Because of situations like that, applications may be processed in a later year than they were received.
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This graph shows us the relationship of all registration appli-
cations received in a given year to those processed. Again, we can
see the effect the economy is having on registrations. 

After 2007, we see a dropping off in applications received so

that numbers are down in 2008 and 2009. But again keep in
mind that registration applications on foals often trickle in over
time, and if mare owners are feeling a tighter budget, they
respond accordingly with fewer applications.
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What part do embryo transfers play in the current
Saddlebred economy? In this graph we see the numbers for
embryo foal registrations. It is interesting that until 2008, these
numbers continued to increase over time, taking a significant
jump in 2006 to 169 embryo foal registrations, 172 embryo foal
registrations in 2007, and then dropping to 156 in 2008. the
number in parentheses indicates the numbers of mares with
three or more embryos. 

In 2006 that number was eleven, in 2007, it was fourteen,
and in 2008 it was eight. These tallies give us a fairly good idea
of the popularity of embryo transfer as a breeding choice, and in
the future they will tell us how great an impact certain blood-
lines are bound to have on our gene pool. In my opinion, due to
the small size of our breed population, we have to be wary of
these figures and remain fully vigilant that we maintain diversity
within the breed.
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Total membership numbers in the American
Saddlebred Horse Association make up this graph.
Looking back at 1997, total membership was 7272. It
went down in 1998, went back up again in 1999,
dropped again in 2000 to 7195, dropped again in 2001
to 7097 members, and didn’t see a distinct rise in mem-
bership until 2004 when it climbed to 8178 members.
From 2004 through 2007 membership climbed steadily
to nearly 8800 members, probably the highest it has
ever been. Just like we have seen in our other statistics,
however, it dropped after 2007 to 7715, a downward
trend but still higher than it ever was before 2004.



Parting Thoughts
What can we conclude from all of these

statistics? I think we can see that the econ-
omy is taking a real toll on the horse
industry. Other breeds are suffering, per-
haps even more, than our own. How are
they coping with these changes? In the
American Quarter Horse Association, just
since last year AQHA has reduced its staff
by 40 employees. As an organization, it
has tightened up all expenses.
Additionally, it has raised fees including
membership fees. 

What can we an organization do about
these trends? We can for one thing look at
our advantages. First we are financially

sound. Our current finance committee and
our dedicated staff have been very conser-
vative in the investment of our money.
Secondly, compared to most breeds, our
registration trends are quite remarkably
steady and stable. Ownership transfers are
obviously down, but so are those of all
breeds. It is a sign of the economic times
we are enduring. 

Perhaps most importantly, however,
the programs which ASHA has begun in
the last few years place us ahead of the
curve in terms of programs to grow our
breed. Saddle seat lesson programs are
being started all over the country, futuri-
ty programs and prize monies will

reward both breeders, stallion owners,
and owners; numerous Equine Affaires
and HorsExpo events are putting our
horses out where they need to be seen,
and promotion of our breed in alterna-
tive disciplines has breathed new life into
the possibilities for our horses. These
next few years can be years of tremen-
dous opportunity for the American
Saddlebred breed. You, the members, are
the ones who will help us in this. We
welcome your ideas and your volun-
teerism because each of you carries with-
in yourselves the passion for this wonder-
ful horse. You wouldn’t be reading this if
that weren’t so.

One of the most telling of numbers to gauge the vitality of a
breed is to examine ownership transfers. In the year 2000,
records indicate that 5582 horses sold. In following years, we
realize that “horses sold” numbers held steady in two year incre-
ments. In 2002, 5376 horses sold, then sales dropped to 5170,
going up slightly the following year to 5187, dropping again 350
horses, holding steady at 4826 for 2006, but then dropping to

4688 for 2007, but plummeting to 4116 for 2008 and again to
3784 in 2009. 

It is easy to track the sales figures with the economic down-
turn, especially in looking at that 2008 drop from 2007,
Nevertheless, our ownership transfer statistics reveal that percent-
age-wise the drop was about 8 percent between 2008 and 2009,
in comparison better than many other breeds.
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      1995   1996  1997  1998  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004
ASR Grand National   $120,250 $111,475 $103,375 $89,150 $82,575 $70,150 $70,475 $76,500 $75,300 $83,100
ASR Futurity of Kentucky   57,274  63,806  62,541  63,845  60,744  67,253  72,939  74,585  85,342  95,224
ASR Amateur Futurity of Kentucky 28,513  35,916  38,566  35,911  34,817  38,396  41,183  39,591  41,363  45,157
ASR National 3-Year-Old Futurity  96,056  96,574  101,747 91,175  94,059  101,301 96,609  101,567 105,104 111,363
ASR 2/3/4-Year-Old Sweepstakes 148,717 151,303 156,207 167,957 152,707 146,489 148,065 147,556 134,053 122,353
Youth Driving Challenge   10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000 
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Prize Program Payouts
(Except Affiliated State Futurities)

      2005  2006  2007  2008  2009
ASR Grand National   $60,000 $66,300 $85,025 $79,834 $71,968
ASR Futurity of Kentucky   91,254  93,383  96,308  86,643  76,343
ASR Amateur Futurity of Kentucky 41,913  39,063  38,297  35,436  30,178
ASR National 3-Year-Old Futurity  114,844 118,342 138,059 140,042 146,125
ASR 2/3/4-Year-Old Sweepstakes 139,433 172,822 199,615 211,622 220,890
Youth Driving Challenge   10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000  10,000

*Does not include sire and dam payouts in all futurities
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      1995  1996  1997  1998  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004
ASR Affiliated State Futurities $394,872 $368,464 $414,754 $317,110 $206,872 $360,035 $409,066 $441,122 $558,961 $781,216

      2005  2006  2007  2008  2009
      $749,634 $728,671 $792,615 $860,935 $794,930

Affiliated State
Futurities

*Does not include sire and dam payouts in all futurities
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