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DISCLAIMER

This guide was created by the United States Hunter 
Jumper Association, Inc.( USHJA) as an educational and 
informational resource. By creating this guide, neither 
USHJA, its officers, board members, committee members 
or staff nor any person or entity involved with the design 
or production of this guide is offering professional 
services or advice. Although USHJA strives to keep 
information accurate and current, it makes no warranties 
or guarantees as to its accuracy and currency. USHJA is 
not liable for any damages, claims, or actions incurred 
or undertaken as a direct or indirect result of using 
the information contained in this guide. Furthermore, 
enclosed information does not imply endorsement of any 
brand, person, horse or location.
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HUNTERS 

Classic hunter attire, equipment and 
fence.

Rooted in tradition, Hunter attire 
consists of light colored breeches 
that are slightly fitted through 
the hips, a dark color hunt coat or 
Shadbelly, tall, black field boots and 
an approved riding helmet.

JUMPERS

Typical jumper
attire, equipment and fence. 

Jumper attire consists of white 
or light colored breeches that are 
slightly fitted through the hips, a 
dark color hunt coat, tall, black, 

field boots and an approved 
riding helmet.  For lower level Jumper classes, polo shirts are acceptable, in lieu 

of a hunt coat.

HUNT COAT

Hunt coats are generally dark such as 
black, gray or navy and have a moderately 
tailored fit, which rests slightly below the 
hip.  

SHADBELLY

A Shadbelly is a formal hunt coat that is fitted and 
short waisted in the front, with tails in the back, 

used for formal classes, such as Hunter classics and 
Handy Hunter classes.

RIDING SHIRTS
   
Generally white, but 
can be light colors 
as well, such as 
lavender, blue and 
green. If formal attire 
is required, such as 
in a Hunter Classic, it 

is customary to wear a white shirt with stock tie as illustrated on the right.

BREECHES

Breeches are light in 
color, such as tan or buff. 
White is usually worn only 

for Jumper classes and 
special Hunter classes.

TALL BOOTS

Tall boots are black and form fitting to 
the leg. Generally, field boots, with laces 
at the ankle, are worn by juniors and 
adults in Hunter/Jumper classes over 
fences and under saddle.

JODHPUR BOOTS & GARTERS

Jodhpurs & Garters are worn by children 
not yet wearing tall boots.

HELMET & HAIR

Riders are required to wear ASTM/SEI helmets. 
It is preferred for rider’s hair to be neatly 

tucked under the helmet and secured with a 
hairnet, as seen above.

HORSE BRAIDS

Hunter braids are tight and 
evenly spaced. They are 
typically bound with yarn 
that matches the color of 
the horse’s mane or can be 
sewn.Tail braids are usually 
French braids, with the end 

sewn into the braid or sewn into a pinwheel.  Jumpers are not required to be 
braided.

SAMPLES OF HUNTER/JUMPER 
BITS

Typically, Dee Snaffles, Full Cheek 
Snaffles and Pelham bits are used.

HUNTER/JUMPER TYPE SADDLE

Leather, typically brown/tan in color, 
with matching leather stirrup 
leathers and chrome stirrups.


